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Recently, I have been challenged to take another look at Belleville Wesleyan Church
to take some time and ask God to help me, to help us, to see the future through
God’s eyes. One might say 1t like this: Lord God, help us, your people, to see BWC,
through your perspective. Lord, give us your vision for our future.

You know, every month we have a calendar full of church activities. And there 1s
nothing wrong with that. But God 1s calling us to more. He 1s calling us to have a
clear vision of where He 1s leading us.

Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there 1s no vision, the people perish.” Vision gives us
direction. It helps us move from simply asking, “What have we always done?” to
asking, “What 1s God calling us to do?”

Our God-given vision has to begin with Jesus. The truth 1s, the church doesn't belong
to us and 1t doesn’t belong to the Wesleyan Denomination (I'll probably get in
trouble for that one)—the church belongs to Jesus!

And here 1s the proof, in Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “I will build my church.”

That means our God-given vision should never begin with what we think will make
our church bigger, or better or more comfortable. It should begin with Jesus and His
mission.

Jesus gave His church a clear assignment in Matthew 28:18-20 when He said: “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, (You) go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you.”

Our God-given vision must ulumately lead people to Jesus, into a growing
relationship with Jesus, and nto a life of serving Jesus, we call that discipleship.

Now, some might ask, why vision? Why do we need a church vision? Isn’t the
church doing well? To answer that, Yes, the church 1s doing well. Some of our
people are being encouraged 1n their faith, others a growing and experiencing
blessings of God, our church facilities are being upgraded and the bills are being paid.
Isn’t that good enough? Let me answer that question with a question (Pam hates
when I do that!). Is that all that God has called us to do? Pay the bills? Encourage
some people?
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Let me do my best to explain why we need a new vision, why we need new eyes and a
new perspective to see what else God has for us.

Why do we need a God-given, God-inspired vision? Because vision gives us
direction.

Imagine getting mto your car and saying, “Let's go somewhere!”

The engine 1s running. The tank 1s full. The radio 1s playing. But there's one
problem—you haven't decided where you're going. You can drive all day and still end
up nowhere.

A church can be busy 1n the same way. We can have programs, meetings, ministries,
events, and activities and still lack a clear sense of direction. Vision answers the
question: “Where are we going, and why are we going there?”

Secondly, God Vision requires our faith. When God gave Joshua his assignment,
Joshua couldn't see everything that was ahead. Yet God told him: “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

God-sized vision will often require God-sized faith. If we can accomplish everything
without prayer, sacrifice, dependence upon God, or stepping outside our comfort
zones, we are thinking too small. Faith doesn't mean we know every detail of the
journey. It means we trust the One who does and we’re willing to move towards what
He has already revealed to us.

Here’s another key: Vision requires everyone. Paul gives us a beautiful picture of the
church in 1 Corinthians 12. He explains that the body has many parts, but every part
matters.

Here 1s a strong statement that some might struggle with: A church 1sn't built around
one person. The pastor matters, yes. The small group leader matters, of course.
The children's worker matters, uh huh. The worship team matters, you bet. The
person who greets at the door matters, certainly. The person who quietly prays
matters, you bet. Everyone has a place in God's mission and vision. A church with a
God-given vision isn't a group of spectators watching a few people do ministry. Itis a
family of believers serving together.

Another key component of Vision 1s: Vision looks and moves beyond the church
walls. Jesus told His disciples in Acts 1:8: “...You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses...to the ends of the earth.”

God didn't call the church to simply gather together. He called us to go. Our God-
given vision should include the people who aren't yet here. There are families in our
community who need hope. There are children who need someone to teach them
about Jesus. There are hurting people who need encouragement. There are people
who have never experienced the love of Christ.
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The question 1sn't simply, “How can we get more people into our church?”

It 1s also: “How can we take the love of Jesus mto our community?”

My dear brothers and sisters, a God-given vision 1s one worth the effort, 1t 1s worth
pursuing. A God-given church vision should bring us together around something
bigger than ourselves. It should cause us to pray more, serve more, love more, reach
farther, and trust God more deeply.

Habakkuk 2:2 says: “Write down the revelation and make 1t plain on tablets so that a
herald may run with 1t.”

In other words, make the vision clear enough that people can see 1t, understand 1it,
remember 1t, and act upon it.

The tuture of the church 1sn't found m simply preserving yesterday. Itis found in
faithtully following Jesus today and trusting Him with tomorrow.

So let's ask God: “Lord, what do You want to do through us, the people of your
church, at Belleville Wesleyan?”

Then let's listen. Let's pray. Let's together step forward in faith. And let's pursue
God's vision together. Because when God's people see where God 1s leading, unite
around His mission, and faithfully follow His direction, the church can become a
powerful instrument for reaching people with the love and truth of Jesus Christ.
Amen!

Join us as we discover more about God’s vision for us and the future of our church.
I love each of you and can’t wait to see you this Sunday at BWC!

Best Choice Labéls:

We are collecting Best Choice Labels again. If you purchase any Best Choice products,

please take a moment and clip off the UPC labels and bring them to church. You can
drop them 1 the basket on the counter found 1n the lobby. We collect them and then
send them back to the company who kindly writes us a check.

Fall Fellowship Mé&aks

On Sunday, October 18" we’ll enjoy a pot luck family fellowship meal together. Bring your
favorite appetizer, entrée, side dish or dessert and we’ll enjoy breaking bread together.

Communiong

We will have communion on Sunday, October 18" during our morning worship service.

Local Board of Administraiie

Your LBA will meet Tuesday, October 13" @ 7:00pm. We covet your prayers.



Weekly Meetings

The Youth meet each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:30pm. A hot meal 1s
provided at 6:00pm. If you are in 7"-12" grades, you are highly encouraged to join us
Wednesday nights for Bible study, games, food and fun!

Garage Sale

What a fantastic sale we had! Thank you to everyone who graciously gave so much
great stuff for the kids to sell! Over $1,700.00 was raised to help send our youth to
Bible Camp n the summer.

And we couldn’t have pulled 1t off without your gifts and the assistance and the hard
work of our volunteers: Steve Medina, Jason & Hannah Sugars, Chris & Teresa
Bowers, LLuke & Catie Ball, Chris Vail and of course, Sister Pam.

And a lot of the kids stepped up as well. Well done: Jaxson, Hooper, Ryan,
Quunlynn, Skyler, Trmity, Jaia, Colin, Braxton, Addison, Kloey and Jasmine!

Renovate Before 28 - We nee b
OO

God has blessed our church in so many amazing ways,
and we are grateful for the opportunity to continue creating A Certtiry of THotiness
spaces where people can gather, worship, learn, and feel at home. For our 100-year
anniversary early next Fall, we are updating our lobby to create a welcoming, comfortable,
and functional space or our church family and guests. If you feel led to participate, mark
your gift “Furniture Fund” and drop 1t in one of our offering boxes. Together, we are
building a place where lives can continue to be changed for good, for God, for generations
to come.

So many people have helped to Renovate the church before the Fall of 27, we hope not to
forget anyone. THANK YOU: Gary for rebuilding the playground equipment and
repairing the siding on the shed! THANK YOU: Ryan, Justin and Pastor Mark for moving
one of our extra pianos to Concordia for a young lady who will put it to good use.

THANK YOU: To everyone who helped to redo the entire playground! THANK YOU:
Deanna for ordering all the new pieces for the basement bathrooms. THANK YOU: Judy
Uphoft Memorial for donating for new furniture. THANK YOU: Lonnie & Kelly for
renovating the downstairs bathrooms. THANK YOU: Kevin for doing all of the plumbing
for the bathrooms. THANK YOU.: Joey for helping fix the floor.

“From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows
and bulds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Fphesians 4:16

Men’s Bible Stu

Stand Firm and Act Like Men continues each Sunday @ 6:30pm.
Men, you need to be here and bring your buddy, your son or father or brother!




| To Know God

Confess Christ Before Men
“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My

Father who 1s in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny

before My Father who 1s in heaven.” Matthew 10:32-33

Prayer of Salvation to Accept Jesus Christ

“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 1s Lord,” and believe m your heart that God

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 1t 1s with your heart that you believe
and are justified, and 1t 1s with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”
Romans 10:9-11

Awana

Awana meets each Wednesday evening from 6:00pm — 7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Kids ages 5 years to 6™ grade, we’d love to have you and your friends join us.

Ladies Bible Stud§z
Sunday evenings @ 6:30pm the ladies have their Bible study. All ladies are encouraged to
come.

Nursing Homes:

We will lead Bible studies at the local nursing homes on Sunday, October 25" @ 2:00pm,
2:30pm and 3:00pm. You are highly encouraged to join us!

Belleville Wesleyan ChUEeh

909 Wesleyan Drive
Belleville, KS 66938

‘Because We Care...about you!’



